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Dear Friends,

Our mission is to inspire a closer look at nature through the
living art of bonsai. In 2024, we lived out that mission by
creating meaningful experiences that invited people of all ages
and backgrounds to engage with the natural world in new ways.

More than 54,000 visitors enjoyed our open-air exhibits, each
bringing their own sense of wonder. We launched Small Talk:

All the Dirt on Growing Mini-but-Mighty Trees at BonsaiFEST!,
offering a playful, family-focused approach to the science of
bonsai. With emoji-style “Thirst Alerts,” anime-inspired graphics,
and hands-on activities, Small Talk welcomed families into a
playful conversation with our trees.

In contrast, Stone Images X!/l and X!V, presented by the
Northwest Viewing Stone Group of the Puget Sound Bonsai
Association, offered quiet invitations to observe, reflect, and
imagine. Rooted in centuries-old East Asian traditions, this
meditative display of naturally formed stones reminded us that
beauty and meaning can be found in the most unassuming
materials.

We were proud to host Branch Out, our signature fundraising
event, at the historic former Weyerhaeuser headquarters. The
afternoon brought together friends and supporters from across
the region to celebrate bonsai and community. The funds raised
help keep the Museum admission-free year-round!

None of this would be possible without our fabulous staff,
dedicated Board of Directors, and community of supporters who
continue to give their time, talents, and resources to help us
grow.

As we look ahead to 2025 and beyond, we know that growth
and change are part of the journey. We’re excited to bring our
community with us as we explore new ways to engage, educate,
and inspire through bonsai. We hope you’ll join us again in the
ongoing conversation between people and trees.

Pat Bako
Executive Director
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BITIONS

SMALL TALK: ALL THE DIRT ON GROWING
MINI-BUT-MIGHTY TREES
OPENED MAY 11, 2024
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Your bonsai questions, answered

ALL THE DIRT o GROWIN

MINI-BUT

-MIGHTY TREES

EXHIBITIONS

(]

What if you could ask a bonsai a
guestion and actually get a reply?

For Small Talk, we dove into our
visitors’ most frequently asked bonsai
guestions as if the bonsai themselves
were being asked and could respond in
a text message.

Bonsai is often described as a

conversation between a person and

a tree. Since trees communicate
nonverbally, caring for a bonsai
requires patient observation and
horticultural understanding.

But what if a bonsai could tell you
exactly what it needs? What if these
miniature trees could answer all those

guestions you’ve had about their care,

growth, and life?

We invited visitors to ‘chat’ with our

leafy friends to uncover the secrets
of these fascinating miniature trees.
From Thirst Alerts, to Sunlight Status
Updates and Pruning Notifications,
we showed how our bonsai respond
to help our visitors understand their
unigue requirements for growth

and life.

EXHIBITIONS



"Amazing job on the Small Talk displays—
they were both engaging and informative. |
enjoyed their playful nature which I feel will
resonate with a large audience.”

—Visitor Review

SINRI@INIS

HANDS-ON LEARNING

Interactive stations throughout the
exhibition encouraged hands-on
exploration, including bonsai wiring and
soil sifting activities that made learning
tactile and fun.

EXHIBITIONS
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DESIGN & ILLUSTRATIONS

PBM Board Member and Designer John Mork
developed the exhibition’s inspiring and educational
materials, collaborating with illustrator Emily Cowell
to create distinctive anime-style illustrations of pieces
from our bonsai collection.
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Your bonsai questions, answered

MURALS BY JUDY CHIA HUI HSU

Small Talk included original, hand-painted, site-specific
wall murals by local artist Judy Chia Hui Hsu who
took inspiration from the form and vibrancy of our

collection.

EXHIBITIONS
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REDEFINING TRADITION:
CONTEMPORARY ART MEETS
ANCIENT PRACTICE

Curator Aarin Packard commissioned
Montreal sculptor David Umemoto to
create “Hanging Gardens” (2024)—three
reconfigurable cast concrete vessels for
a Black Hills Spruce forest bonsai Aarin
deconstructed for the project.

Challenging the traditional notion of
a fixed “front,” the innovative design
allows multiple viewing perspectives,
merging the miniature with the

monumental.

The collaboration explores universal
patterns that govern both natural and
constructed environments, pairing
perfectly with bonsai’s emphasis on
adaptability and the deliberate shaping
of nature.

As a showcase of Pacific Bonsai
Museum’s commitment to contemporary
artistic dialogue, this groundbreaking
work was displayed in Seattle at both
the Seattle Art Fair (July 2024) and
Bumbershoot Music and Arts Festival
(September 2024) before settling in

at home in our collection (in a new

configuration).

EXHIBITIONS
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PACIFIC BONSAI
EXPO

Our Korean Hornbeam
(Carpinus turczaninovir)
originally created by
artist Sae Won Kim in
1979, was displayed at
the prestigious Pacific
Bonsai Expo in Oakland,
California, October 26 &
27, 2024.

SKATING THE
EDGE: TEN
YEARS OF
EXHIBITIONS AT
PACIFIC BONSAI
MUSEUM

MAY 11 to NOV 12, 2024

As we reflected on our
first ten years as an
independent non-profit
organization, we were
thrilled to revisit four
of our most powerful
and publicly-beloved
exhibitions.




BONSAI: A LIVING ART

AT AMAZON'’S SEATTLE
SPHERES

JULY 1 to AUGUST 3,
2024

Five bonsai from our collection
were displayed in the innovative,
tropical environment of the
Spheres:

1. Firethorn
Pyracantha angustifolia
In training since 1950
Original Artist: Kiyoko

Hatanaka. e .
Pacific Bonsai Museum volunteer

2. San Jose Juniper docents were available to answer

s

Juniperus chinensis ‘San Jose questions about our bonsai and

In training since 1946 RS ® 7 ¥ . ] sy et bl T s g R IE .:u.- ¥ " share information about Pacific

Original Artist: Masashi = - o h LY. : Bonsai Museum with visitors.

Moriguchi. . %‘t - W Some of our docents along with
& J _ gavmy . ' _*' Pacific Bonsai Museum volunteer

™

3. Dwarf Scotts Pine

Pinus sylvestris ‘Nana’

coordinator, Janie Bube, were

treated to a special tour of

In training since 1974 the Spheres with Amazon

Original Artist: Shirley
Stafford.

horticultural staff.

4. Ginkgo
Ginkgo biloba
In training since 1946
Original Artist: David So.

5. Chinese EIm
Ulmus parvifolia
in training since 1985
Original artist: Jiu Wei Huang.

EXHIBITIM]Z | - EXHIBITIONS 13
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BONSAIFEST! MAY 11 & 12, 2024
Dg A M g & A free, community event celebrating World
Bonsai Day, welcoming 5,400+ bonsai fans.

4
Thank You to cuLTure for making
this event possible.
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SUMMER SOLSTICE OPEN HOUSE
JUNE 22, 2024

A wellness-focused community gathering featuring bonsai
demonstrations, sound bathing, taichi, yoga, boutique vendors,
and summer-blooming bonsai!

FALL FOLIAGE DAY & TRUNK OR TREAT
OCTOBER 26, 2024

Autumnal bonsai, tours, shopping, kids activities, and

Trunk or Treat encouraging visitors to come in halloween
costumes for goody giveaways.

RIROIGIRIANISEE:

EINRIRS

WINTER BONSAI SOLSTICE
DECEMBER 14, 2024

The beauty of bonsai by soft lights, even more
extra special lighting displays, hot chocolate, and a
craft market: Winter Bonsai Solstice has become a

community favorite tradition.




REPOT & RECONNECT
MARCH 9, 2024

RIROIGIRVAINIS
ENVIEINRIRS

An annual celebration with friends coinciding with spring
repotting season. This year, we gathered around the repotting
of our Bald cypress (Taxodium distichum) in training as a
bonsai since 1972; original artist: Vaughn Banting.

Our iconic Vaughn Banting Bald Cypress got a stylish
new pot! During our Repot & Reconnect event, we
selected a perfect container from the three options
crafted by the talented Portland ceramicist, Nao
Tokotake.

Nao drew inspiration from the tree’s original pot,
referencing the tree’s native watery habitat. Staying true
to the essence of the bonsai’s history, Nao added layers
of conceptual brilliance to the design, providing three
good choices.

Each of the three pots took the same, traditional, Chinese
form (but made more shallow than would be traditional)
and— inspired by traditional Japanese suiban design—all
three were imprinted with a motif of Louisiana’s state
bird, the pelican, beautifully designed by Mary Lai.

All three pots used copper and ash as the main glaze
colorant, with Calcium deposits adding additional black
patterning. Major color variations were generated with
the variable proportion of phosphorous.

After careful consideration and lively audience
participation, we settled on the Curator’s top pick—the
pot with the highest phosphorous content, with stunning
orange tones reminiscent of the bald cypress’s bark and
autumn foliage.

Aarin, our Curator, commented enthusiastically on the

new look, stating, “This pot takes the tree and moves it
forward. We have significantly advanced the design of
this bonsai.”

PROGRAMS
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An annual FUNdraising celebration in support of Pacific
& Bonsai Museum. Thanks everyone who joined us, Branch Out

2024 raised over $190,000 for the care of our collection.

~

WESTERGARD

PROGRAMS 20
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We offered ten bonsai classes in 2024, including two fun new “boozy” In 2024, our Volunteer Docents

classes: Sip N’ Clip and Bonsai & Brews. Our bonsai classes taught offered 19 group tours to visitors, E V E N Tg In 2024, we offered seven field trips, with
by Brock Arvesen, Adrian Bedoya, Tony Fajarillo, Grant Rauzi, Will with both in-person and virtual both in-person and virtual experiences,
Schnicke, Cory Sutton, and Bruce Williams. experiences. serving over 150 students.

“Our students were so excited to visit,
and many were shocked at how many
beautiful trees you guys have. We

did use the STEM field trip materials
you provided from us, and students
were very engaged during our trip
completing them. Students made
notes about how interesting it is that
the trees can be trained into almost
any shape the artist wants. | think this
trip was very inspiring not only for our
students but also myself and the other
chaperones we had with us. | heard
both chaperones and students talking
about coming back in the spring and
summer months to see the trees too!”

- Science Instructor from Tacoma

PROGRAMS 23
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Marie Hartford and John Schmied
prune the “Domoto” Tridents »
Maple«(Acer buergerianum) in
training as a bonsai sincé ~1850;~
original art};t: Toighni"po‘m(_)tg'.-
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FROM BROKEN CHEST TO BONSAI: A
LOVE STORY IN MINIATURE

In 2018, John Schmied’s world shattered. A car accident
had crushed his chest, burned his hand, and left him
chair-bound, just as his father-in-law passed away. John,
who had lived for running, hiking, climbing, and skiing,
suddenly faced a future of stillness.

But among his father-in-law’s belongings sat 45 bonsai
trees, waiting for him. “Either I've got to get busy living or
get busy dying,” John told himself from that chair. So he
got busy learning—devouring every bonsai book he could
find, determined to keep those tiny trees alive. He didn’t
know he was also keeping himself alive.

By 2020, John had found his way to Pacific Bonsai
Museum, asking simply if he could “pick up trash or
needles” just to be around the bonsai. Soon, he was here
twice a week, volunteering as a Docent and helping with
everything from delicate azaleas to what became known
as “the ghost tree”—a dead bonsai preservation project
that took 40 hours of preparation for display in our
2020-21 World War Bonsai exhibition.

Marie Hartford watched her partner transform. A former
teacher, she brought her own deep connection to the
natural world. She and John had run a nonprofit focused
on environmental education, teaching sustainability
camps where they took hundreds of kids to restore
riparian areas and learn about ecosystems. She’d also

been a passionate orchid enthusiast for years, though
she’d sworn she’d “never do bonsai” because of her
orchid obsession. But she noticed something different
about the trees: “They do live longer, especially if you
treat them right.”

So, when Marie retired, she joined John at the museum.
Now they work side by side as volunteers. In the
repetitive, mindful work of pruning and wiring, they find
what Marie calls “a unique kind of zen”—where stress
dissipates. Marie reflects, “Working on bonsai is a great
combination of being very simple and very repetitive,
but also very mindful.” She pauses, then adds with quiet
gratitude: “As much as | give to the museum, those trees

give back to me.”

John and Marie have become study group leaders,
trusted volunteers, keepers of living history. But perhaps
most remarkably, they’ve discovered that in caring for
something older than themselves—something that will

outlive them—they’ve found not just purpose, but peace.

“Nobody owns a tree,” Marie says. “We are just caretakers
passing through. These trees are older than | am, and
they will be here when I’'m gone. And that’s okay. That’s
really how it should be.” Together they have found that
the most profound healing happens when you tend to
something other than yourself—when you become part of

a story much larger than your own.

Pacific Bonsai Museum thanks John and Marie for their
time, skill, and dedication!
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D 150 bonsai in the permanent
Below: With assistance from volunteer
[%} E ( ( @ E ( ( Ann Hobson, Curator Aarin Packard

repots our Cedar ElIm (U/mus

_«'ES’TERGARD

crassifolia) forest; Date of origin: c.
1946; In training since 1976; Donated
by Roland Folse.
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OUR

DONORS

PACIFIC BONSAI MUSEUM THANKS EVERYONE
WHO SUPPORTED LIVING ART IN 2024,

CHAMPIONS ($100,000+)

Greater Tacoma Community Foundation

VISIONARIES ($5,000 - $99,999)

Puget Sound Bonsai
Association
Christopher Bently
Royal Little Family
Foundation

Dan Fulton

Mary & Bill Gates
Phyllis Griggs

Susie Russell Hall
Richard Hanson
Elizabeth Lufkin
Susan Messina

Millie & Craig Russell
Merrill Weyerhaeuser
Anonymous

PATRONS ($1,000 - $4,999)

Christine Anderson
Pat Bako

David & Donna Berger
Conor & Jacquie Boyd
Kathryn Van Wagenen Bryan
& Robert Bryan
Wayne & Jody Burns
Kristy & Tim Canfield
Bill & Koko Corbin
Jennifer Costantino
Roland Folse

Mark & Nancy Haley

Rose Hamilton

Lisa Henry

Lisa Hoffman

Karl & Catherine Holmes
Mieke & Christopher Hoppin
Rock Huska

Jane Weyerhaeuser Johnson
Karen & Robert Larkin
Charles Larson

Todd & Libbi Lovshin

COMMUNITY SPONSORS

Amazon
American Bonsai Society

IN-KIND SUPPORTERS

4Culture

ArtsWA

Earthwares Bonsai and
Kusamono

Edd Kuehn

Kent East Hill Nursery

Issho-en Bonsai

Lynn Paietta

Matt Lorch Auctioneer

Carl Markon

Christine & David Marshall
Kathy McGoldrick
Margaret & Mike Mizumoto
Neel Parikh

Dr. Jorge Reyes

John Schmied & Marie
Hartford

Kit Severson

Ladd & Andrea Smith
Allan Smith & Alicia Talley

Paine Financial Insurance
Watson’s Nursery

Morton McGoldrick

National Endowment for
the Arts

Pine Knoll Farm

Silent Knight Productions

SoCoCulture

Wazakura Japan

Woodbridge Corporate
=144

Katy Stone

Sheri & Jeffrey Tonn
Maryjane Wagner

Cordy Wagner

Carl & Connie Wooldridge
Shawn Zabecki

DONORS 30

OUR

CONTRIBUTORS ($250 -

Bonnie Anderson
Deborah Anderson

Noel Angell

Brock & Lindsey Arvesen
Michael Babbit

Joan Barnhart

Ellen Bartholomew
Bonita Beattie

Adrian Bedoya

Jeanne & Jim Burbidge
Trey Causey

Susan Cedergreen
Robert Cho

Denise Crockett
Timothy Cross

SF Design

Deborah Elven

Philip Eng

Tony & AJ Fajarillo
Robert & Natalie Findlay
Puget Sound Gardener Fling

$999)

Richard Furuzawa
Gary Gemar

Julia Goldie

Joe Graviss
Howard Greisler
David & Pat DeGroot
Stuart Grover
Debra Hansen
Ingrid Hansen
Elizabeth Hansford
Steven Hill

Judy Hsu

Marinda Huber
Laura Hudson
Sandy Huggins
Maro Imirzian
Dorinda Ingle

Hal Johnson
Dustann Jones
James Keller
Richard Kestenbaum

SUPPORTERS ($100 - $249)

Matthew Aimonetti
Julia Anable
Janice Anderson
Connor Barclay
Clare Batley

Ben Beres

William Bowen
Courtney Branam
Linda Brant

Tom Brewer
Shelly Bridge
Jonathan Brock
June Bube
Pamela Burgess
Linda Butcher
Laura Callahan
Iris Calpo

Jared Carrion

D

N

Chris Koehler

Edd Kuehn

Russell Lai

Debbie Lenk
Victoria Likes

John Lorton
Rebecca Lyman
Margaret MacDonald
Abrar Maghribi

Julie Martin

Kathy McAuley
Kathy & Bob McCabe
Jo Mikesell

Julie Miller

John Mork & Katie Dunlap
Julie & Tom Moylan
Josh Naples

Lisa Nash

Nenita Odesa

Bill Packard

Richard Pierson

Cathi Champion

The Tacoma Garden Club
David Cotton

Master Gardener Foundation
of King County

Marc Dobrosky

Sonia Doughty

Nicolette Ducommun

Elsa Durham

RS

Michael Pollock

Kevin Quan

Victrinia & Eric Ridgeway
Walt Riehl

Terry Rishel

Margaret Sakai

Peter Shelley

Dale Sowell

Eric Sun

Joyce Tamaru

Joyce Tsuji

Marilyn Domoto Webb
Jake Weyerhaeuser
Elizabeth Weyerhaeuser
Naoe White

Randall Willett

Dwight Williams

Bruce Williams
Anonymous

Matthew Eblen
Ty Edwards
Gwil Evans
Sunrise Express
Evelyn Fond
Richard Gardner
Bert Green
Percy Hampton
Richard Heasty

DONORS
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OUR

SUPPORTERS ($100 - $249 (continued))

Justin Henderson
Katie Highsmith
Ann Hobson
Stephen Hudson
Ellen Ito

Jeannie Johnson
Guy Jones

Pam Jones

Lili Kim

Marge Kinoshita
Lindsay Krutsinger
Raymond Larson
Jody Lasky

Robert & Nancy Laws
Noppadol Lekhakul
Scott Lydon

Linda Mandanas
Sandy McDade
Steve Micek

FRIENDS ($25 - $99)

Keith Anderson
Terry Ayers
Pamela Barber
Daniel Bentancur
Linda Brackney
Vanessa Brown
Tommi Bui
Richard Butler
Ronald Carper
Christian Carpio

Margaret Nelson
Bonita Nowicki

Aarin & Emily Packard
Evan Pardue

Mason Patterson
Thomas Rasmussen
Dena Rigby

Dean Runyan

John & Susie Saalwaechter
Pamela Scholefield
The Northwest School
Selinda Sheridan
Carol Smith

Gail Stickney

Jeff Stottlemyre
Quinn Strange

Cory Sutton

Susan Terhune

Bianca Tredennick

Marisa Castro
Elizabeth Doris
Jim Falcone
John Flinn

Texas Foundation
James Gibson
Shelly Glennon
Joe Gotchy
James Grayson
Denise Gudwin

David Turcaso
Nancy Ukai
Roberto Valencia
Ken Wassum

Alix Webb

Sue Weyerhaeuser
John Weyerhaeuser
Gary Wharton
Claire Wilson
Jennifer Wissig
Richard Woo

Jeff Woodruff
Jenifer Wright
AnonymousRamona Soule
Gail Stickney

Quinn Strange

Jack Sustic

Judith Thierry

Iris Tio-Matos

Charles Ha
Sander Haan
David Hackett
Jason Hall
Kevin Heath
Rodger Kessler
Jinyoung Kim
James Kuhlman
Julia Kunas
Michael Leong

DONORS

Bianca Trednennick
Joyce Tsuji

David Turcaso

David Vargas

Aleena Wee

Kayla Weyerhaeuser
Merrill Weyerhaeuser
Sue Weyerhaeuser
Jim Wiggins
Katherine Wimble Fox
Greg Wright

Fredde Yockey Perry
David Young

Chong Yu

Shawn Zabecki

UBS

Lilly Ligocki
South King LLC
Kailee Luebke

lan MacKay
Jennifer Mahoney
Kavin Manickaraj
Iris Tio-Matos
Silke Maurer

Kai Merrill

Mary Messick

DONORS
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FRIENDS ($25 - $99 (continued))

Kroger Meyer Bonnie Perez

Eric Nacke Anthony Peterson
Thanhguyen Nguyen Andrew Pham
Loc Nguyen Grant & Kathy Rauzi

Robert O’Brian Sean Sanchez

Lynn Paietta Garrett Scheuerman

GIFTS IN HONOR
Grant Rauzi by Jennifer Wissig

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF LOVED ONES
WHO PASSED AWAY IN 2024

Jay Cedergreen

Logan Hickle (pictured right, with our
Bald Cypress at Branch Out 2024,
where he graciously volunteered his
time as a photographer)
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NORS

Will Schnicke
Karen Seinfeld
Jeanine Smith

R. Stephens

Powell Family Trust

Stephen Vaughn

Martin Wells
Linda Wills
Anonymous




THANKS TO OUR 2024 SPONSORS
AINI D C© I]\/ M U [N HTY PA RT INI E RSE TOTAL OPERATING REVENUE TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES

$861,973 $886,021

A amazon

CULTURE S~—-—"

BONSAI
SOCIETY

——+EST. 1967 +—o

MATT LORCH

AUCTIONEER, MC, ONLINE & TV HOST

Victoria
Chamberlain

Bonsoi and Kusomono

earthwares.org

SiLEf g BRYIGHT
PRODUCTIONS

FRECLARCE CREATIVITY

19% Foundation grants 21% Exhibits &

Public Programs
42% Individual gifts

35% Collections,
grounds & facilities

8% Gifts in-kind,
earned income & other

W%TSONS £ ‘:‘.‘j f\ i\? *& wou&ridge 31% Endowment payout 20% Development & Marketing
NG '. CORPORATE PARK

_WQ?M_ 24% Administration

The Museum also recorded other income of $196,332 from donated
land and other expense of $348,915 from land lease, depreciation,

and asset disposal expenses.
DONORS 34
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