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Cover photo: Flowering Plum (Prunus x blireiana 

‘Moseri’), in training as a bonsai since 1973; Original 

artist: Toichi Domoto.



Aesthetic Force

Bonsai is often associated with yin-like qualities—

peaceful, awe-inspiring, joyful. We don’t usually focus 

on its yang characteristics—powerful, transformative, 

challenging. 

In her book, The Rise, Harvard University Professor 

Sarah Lewis articulates the history and essentialness 

of what she calls aesthetic force: an internal shift that 

happens because of the power of art to move you. She 

quotes Frederick Douglass speaking about the power of 

images that carry a “transportive, emancipating force.” 

When art becomes not only an object of beauty but 

also a way to open hearts and minds, it serves as an 

aesthetic force. According to Lewis, art is an elevating 

force of transcendence: “Beauty slips in the back 
door of our rational thought and gets us to see 
the world differently.”

Our 2021 special exhibition, World War Bonsai: 

Remembrance & resilience, did just that. It concluded 

with Erin Shigaki’s wheatpaste murals (left) that helped 

us move beyond the beauty of bonsai, inviting us to 

consider a transformative question, “What kind of 

ancestors do we want to be?”

We invite you to keep the aesthetic force of bonsai 

close to your heart; to experience both the yin and 

yang of bonsai, and to discover bonsai on a deeper 

level. Consider, “How has the aesthetic force of bonsai 

transformed you?”

Kathy McCabe

Executive Director

2014 to 2021 

Kit Severson 

Chair, Board of Directors

2014 to 2021	
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PACIFIC BONSAI MUSEUM IS A  NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION THAT  

CONNECTS PEOPLE TO NATURE THROUGH THE LIVING ART OF BONSAI.

IN 2021, WE WELCOMED

TO THE MUSEUM

OUR MISSION

51,700 VISITORS

OUR MISSION
OUR MISSION
OUR MISSION
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ACCESS FOR ALL
	

Pacific Bonsai Museum believes that everyone 

should have the opportunity to experience 

the power and energy of our collection.  We 

ensure that we welcome every member of our 

community by donation, turning away no one.

EVOLVING THE ART
	

We push the boundaries of the art, design, 

craft and culture of bonsai:  an ancient 

tradition that is evolving as a contemporary art 

practice as relevant to modern life as ever.

GROUNDBREAKING EXHIBITIONS
	

We mount at least one major special exhibit 

annually complete with interpretation, 

associated educational materials, public 

programming, and documentation. The 

commitment we make to high-quality 

exhibitions sets us apart as a leader among 

the world’s public bonsai collections.

OUR CORE WORK
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Chinese Hackberry (Celtis sinensis) in training 

since 1962 originally created by Ben Oki 

(who survived the bombing of Hiroshima), 

Exhibited in World War Bonsai: Remembrance 

& resilience.



EXHIBITIONS

WORLD WAR BONSAI:  
Remembrance & Resilience

JULY 2020 TO OCTOBER 2021

	

FOLSE:
A Retrospective

MAY TO SEPTEMBER 2021

Left: Golden Atlas Cedar (Cedrus atlantica 

‘Glauca Aurea’); in training as a bonsai since 1957 

originally created by Mas Imazumi. Exhibited with 

ammo can in World War Bonsai.
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WORLD WAR BONSAI:  
Remembrance & 
Resilience
	

We held over our 2020 special 

exhibition into 2021 so we could 

share it with more people as 

the covid-19 pandemic began 

to ease and they were able to 

travel. This exhibition  traced the 

cultural practice of bonsai from 

the pre-war WWII period using 

bonsai, artifacts, documents, and 

photographs to share the little-

known stories of the people who 

ingeniously and courageously 

cared for bonsai, shared their art, 

and spurred a flourishing, global 

practice.

In 2021, we placed special 

significance on honoring the 

family members of the bonsai 

artists who practiced in the WWII-

era, knowing that their lives are 

forever linked to their ancestors’ 

work that live on in our collection. 

We are honored to steward the 

living legacies of the families 

listed to the right.  

Western Hemlock (Tsuga 

heterophylla) in training since 

1965; Original artists: Jimmy & 

Marsha Nakahara.

ASAHARA

DOMOTO

FURUKAWA

IMAZUMI

ISEYAMA

ISHIHARA

KATAOKA

KAWAHARA

KAWAMOTO

MITSUYA

NAGASAWA

NAKAHARA

NISHIDA

NISHITANI

OKI

RAPHAEL

SHIGAKI

SUGIMOTO
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Japanese American Juzaburo Furuzawa grew 
this Japanese Black Pine tree from seed in a tin 
can while he was held against his will in a WWII-
era incarceration camp. The bonsai became 
the centerpiece of our exhibition as a symbol of 
perseverance. In 2021, the Furuzawa family decided 
to visit the bonsai in person. Here, Juzaburo’s great, 
grandson, Jordan, stands tall next to the tree.

Great Grandpa’s 
Bonsai



Engelmann Spruce (Picea 
engelmannii); in training as a 
bonsai since: 1952; Original 
artist: Connie Raphael.
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Joni Greathouse came to talk with us about her 
mom, Connie Raphael, who is largely responsible 
for establishing the Pacific Northwest bonsai 
scene. Because  her determination to make bonsai 
(at a time when very few women did), the first 
interracial bonsai club formed in the region. That 
club, the Bonsai Bums, later became the Puget 
Sound Bonsai Association.

Mom’s Bonsai
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Stacy Uyedo stands next to a bonsai created by her 

grandfather, Robert Kataoka: a Subalpine Fir (Abies 

lasiocarpa) forest, in training as a bonsai since 1960.

Robert Kataoka (1909-1986) was an early member of 

the Senior Denver Bonsai Club, which was founded 

by Japanese Americans after their release from 

incarceration at Camp Amache in Colorado.

Grandpa’s Bonsai
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FOLSE:
A Retrospective

	

In September 2020, bonsai 

artist Roland Folse generously 

donated 20 bonsai from his 

personal collection to Pacific 

Bonsai Museum: some to add 

to the Museum’s collection and 

others to sell in support of the 

collection. 

To recognize Roland’s generosity 

and his lifetime of achievement 

in American bonsai, we mounted 

the exhibition  ‘FOLSE: A 

Retrospective’ to share his 

bonsai and life story.

Laceleaf Japanese Maple (Acer 

palmatum Dissectum); a bonsai 

since 1962. Original Artist: Roland 

Folse.
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Many bonsaists who are also parents 
to children find that their time-
consuming, mind-occupying hobby 
also becomes part of their children’s 
lives, whether consciously instilled or 
not.

Artist Roland Folse’s four children grew 
up surrounded by bonsai, and the trees 
were like siblings to them. In tribute to 
them, Curator Aarin Packard arranged 
this Scot’s Pine with toys to represent 
his family’s connection.

	

Children’s toys with Scot’s Pine (Pinus 
sylvestris); In training since 1972; 
Original Artist: Roland Folse.

In Good Hands
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Cedar elm (Ulmus crassifolia) 
In training since 1976;
Original Artist: Roland Folse.

Waxy-fruited Hawthorn 
(Crataegus pruinosa)
In training since 1980; 
Original Artist: Roland Folse.
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COLLECTIONS

2021 BY THE NUMBERS
	

148 bonsai in the permanent collection

11 deaccessions

2 accessions
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Accessions

Gravenstein Apple (Malus 

domestica), in training 

as a bonsai since 1986.  

Original artist: Bob Laws.

Korean Red Pine

(Pinus densiflora), in 

training as a bonsai since 

1952, originally created by 

Dan Robinson.
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2021 PROGRAMSEXPANDED DIGITAL OFFERINGS

The covid-19 pandemic revealed many truths, one of 

which is the deep need that people have for both art and 

nature experiences, even when confined to home. We 

pivoted quickly to supply virtual experiences to meet 

immediate needs.

VIRTUAL, DOCENT-LED TOURS
offered to groups of visitors anywhere

	

VIRTUAL FIELD TRIPS
offered to school children studying at home 

	

VIRTUAL Q&A SESSIONS
such as a virtual repotting with  

our Curatorial team (right)

which was live-streamed 

to Pacific Bonsai 

Museum members.

Virtual 
Repotting
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2021 PROGRAMS
SOCIALLY-DISTANCED BONSAI BASICS
	

Our popular Bonsai Basics classes continued in 2021 

with masked participants. 
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VOLUNTEERS
2021 DOCENTS
Docents interacted with visitors on 127 days in 2021.

Dick Benbow

Sarah Ciambrone

John Delapena

Elsa Durham

Ken Martin

J. Overton

Asher Ramras

Victrinia Ridgeway

Joel Schwarz

Iris Tiomatos

Vern Van Houten

Maria Walton

Catherine Warren

Randy Willett

Bruce Williams

Wayne Burns

Marie Hartford

Ann Hobson

Gary Kiyonaga

John Mork

Patricia Negron

Lynn Paietta

Millie Russell

Francesca Sarpola

John Schmied

Ladd Smith

Tim Taylor

Ken Wassum

Gary Wharton

2021 BONSAI CAREGIVERS
14 high-skilled bonsai caregivers committed their time to the 

Museum thoughout 2021. 
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PACIFIC BONSAI MUSEUM THANKS EVERYONE  

WHO SUPPORTED LIVING ART IN 2021.

OUR DONORS

CHAMPIONS | $100,000+
Greater Tacoma Community Foundation

4Culture

Jan and Tom Crews

Roland Folse

Dan Fulton

Mary and Bill Gates

Millie and Craig Russell

Carl and Connie Wooldridge

Puyallup Watershed Initiative

Royal Little Family Foundation

VISIONARIES | $5,000 – $99,999

ArtsFund

Christine Anderson

Janice Anderson

Cynthia Bruns

Bill Driscoll and Lisa Hoffman

Natalie and Robert Findlay

Albert Foster

Kevin and Adriana Furuzawa

Phyllis Griggs

Mark and Nancy Haley

Gloria Hunt

Michael Leong

Jim and Jan Linardos

Elizabeth Lufkin

Katherine and Bob McCabe

Michael and Bernadette Monroe

Neel Parikh

Michael Pollock and Roslyn Stone 

Pollock

Katharine and Gary Severson

John and Polly Shigaki

Ladd and Andrea Smith

Brian Therrien

Sheri and Jeffrey Tonn

Judy Wagner

Emily Walsek

George Weyerhaeuser

Lisa Weyerhaeuser

PATRONS | $1,000 – $4,999

Pat Bako

Paul Ban

Katherine Battle

Adrian Bedoya

Donna and David Berger

Alan Black

Blanche Bollert

Jacqueline and Conor Boyd

Jeanne and Jim Burbidge

Alan Canode and Jess Main

Vicki Chamberlain Earthwares

Don Coyner

Scott Davis

David and Patricia De Groot

Marilyn Domoto Webb and Eugene 

Webb

Nicholas Ehlers

Mark Epping-Jordan

Leah Ferrier

Spencer Frazer

Alysse Furukawa

Bryan Grant

Goldman Sachs Philanthropy Fund

Stuart Grover and Pamela Transue

Debra Hansen and Donald Walls

Karen Hirsch

Karl Holmes and Catherine Pettinari

C. David Hughbanks

Jonathan Jee

Philip Jolly

Erna and Howard Kantner

Marge Kinoshita

Russell and Selina Lai

Raymond Larson

Todd and Libbi Lovshin

Leanne Madre

David and Christine Marshall

Kathy McGoldrick

Henry Milczuk

Shayla Miles and Jeremiah Wiley

Tom and Patrice Morrow

Lisa Nash

Newcomers Club of Greater Seattle

Reid Parham

Claire Pelley

Stephen Pierson

Cindy Pigott

Grant and Kathy Rauzi

Kyle Reiter and Rohre Titcomb

Victrinia and Eric Ridgeway

Nathan Rose

Susie and John Saalwaechter

Carol and Bob Sangster

Morgan Sapp

Richard Schlafer

John Schmied and Marie Hartford

Steve Seto

Erin Shigaki

Ramona Soule

George and Kim Suyama

CONTRIBUTORS | $250 – $999
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OUR DONORS
Joyce Mitsuko Tamaru

Jenn Tan

Joyce Tsuji

Kathryn Van Wagenen Bryan and 

Robert Bryan

Maryjane Wagner

Gary Wharton and Sue Brain

Jim Wiggins

Shirley and Scott Wilson

Tom Wolken

Richard Woo

Greg Wright

CONTRIBUTORS | $250 – $999 (CONTINUED)

David Aho

Janet Anderson

Noel Angell

David and Barbara Asahara

Christy Austin

Michael Babbit

Jana Baker

Molly Barnes

Julia Barnett

Joan Barnhart

Bellevue College

Christine Bogart

Linda Brant

Geoffrey Bucks

Jonathon Burton

Robin Calderon

Cathi Champion

Sheryl Costanzo

Nils Cowan

Mark DiRienzo

Michael Dodge

Cheryl Dos Remedios

Robert Downey

Nicolette Ducommun

Gwil Evans

Anthony and Annjannette Fajarillo

Jeff Fergot

Becky Fox

Katherine Franklin

Erik Frederickson

Sandra Fujita

Richard Furuzawa

Richard Gardner

James Gibson

Fiona Gibson

Margaret Guthrie

Timothy Haigh

Kevin Hakimi

BreAna Hansen

Ingrid Hansen

Julie Harris

Hanns Hasche-Kluender

Katharine Hastings

Alexander Hoffman

Stefen Kaelber

Kris Kegsnets

Angela Kennedy

Liz Ketterer

SUPPORTERS | $100 – $249

Linda and Ed Ketterer

Gary and Katie Kiyonaga

Carol Klock

Allison Koseki

Evelyn La Fond

Linda Lamb

Mitchell Lee

Chen-Tai Lee

David Lichter

Martha Lloyd

John MacKean

Alan Maeda

Kacey Mann and Ryan Heflen

Mary Marasco

Gary McLaughlin

Melissa Meier

Howard Miller

Mike and Margaret Mizumoto

Mary Montgomery

Jim Motz

Michael Murtaugh

Ray Norris

Gregory Norton

Bonita Nowicki

Katie OKelly

Kyle Ostler

William and Claudia Packard

Colleen Pauluh

Katalin Pearman

Barbara Phillips

Karen Pilarc

Dennis Pool

Joni Raphael Greathouse

Karl Reinsch

Andrew Rexroth

Jeremy Robert

Dan and Diane Robinson

Patrick Rodgers

Dean Runyan

Christian Sandy

Wayne Schoech

Ira and Darlene Sisson

Jen Skiver Thompson

Janet Stanley

Anatol Steck

The Tacoma Garden Club

Travis Thurber

Iris Tio-Matos

David Town

David Tsukiyama

Ryoma Yno

Stacy Uyeda

Dirk and Mary Lou vanWoerden

Ken Wassum

Carolyn Wasteneys

Timothy Weckman

Marty Weiser

Martin Wells

Frances Whitt

Randall Willett

Bruce Williams

Jason Williams

Callie Wilson

Wendy Wong

Kungfeng Scott Wu

Kelli Zielinski

SUPPORTERS | $100 – $249
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OUR DONORS
Matthew Aimonetti
Robert Anderson
Jasmine Aynedter
Christopher Baker
Christal Baldry
Haley Bates
Clare Batley
Jennifer Berney
Margaret Bernheisel
Kathy Blanchard
Candace Blancher
Bob Bliesner
Mark Bolas
Russell Brendel
Justin Brunson
Lynn Bryson
Edward Buchler
Melody Campbell
Rain Carei
Sesh Cherukuri
Jason Christensen
Stephen Clark
Beth Crispin
Sara Crockett
Jim Culp
Chuck Curtis
Jenny Davidson
Sander De Haan
Robin Dearling
Daniel DeCesare
Jeremy Delamarter
Maria Delgado Gomez
Dale Derricote
Gary Epstein
Heather Erickson
Cheryl Fehlen
Robert Gardner
Kathryn Garrison
Shanti Giese

Carolyn Godwin
Ron Gopez
Janine Gordon
Andrea Gradinaru
Sarah Gross
Joe Gruber
Peter Guerrero
David Hallowell
Edythe Bruce Hammond Lurie
Nicole Hansen
Todd Hansen
Robert Harrison
Chris Helmholz
Wendell Hendershott
Thomas Jacob Hill
Carl Hoagland
Larry Hooke
Laura Hudson
Jeff Hurst
Terese Jackson
Cassandra Johnson
Craig Johnson
Tomoko Joichi
Darnell Kebo
Puneet Khattar
David and Ethan Kim
Jay Kletsky
Chris Koehler
Carolyn Koh
Lisa Kolick
Jeremy Kowalski
John Kundrat
Carrie Lam
Mark and Eileen Lamphere
Megan LeBaker
Ryan Lewis and Kerry Pigott
Lee Liou
Douglas Livingston
Jax Lucas

Alexandria Manolo
Will and Maria Mason
David McCaleb
Dagan McKinney
Michael McLeod
Karen Moltz
Jade Monroe
Martin Morfeld
Patricia Negron
Margaret Nelson
Adrian Nelson
Shirley Nishimura
Linda Norlen
Akiko Oda
Valerie Olson
Ron Paarmann
Aarin and Emily Packard
Mark Palansky
Evan Pardue
Ann Margaret Phelps
Carol Philbin
Brittany Pollard
Lisa Ponder
Stephanie Price
Maria Rash
Melinda Regenfuss
Nicola Reynolds
Naomi Rich
Dena Rigby
Donald Robertson
Mary Rockwell
Randall Rogel
Daniel Ronan
Donald Rothfuss
Dan Rubin
Connie Ruhl
Erica Runge
Marc Sahai
Anna Sanger Reed

Liz Santiago
Jeremy Sappington
John Schmitz
Jeff Sczechowski
May Shimbo
Bob Shimon
Gerard Shuh
Georgia Siehl
Carol Siu
JingNi Soh
Sarah Sorensen
Craig Spalding
Margaret Speaker Yuan
R Scott Stephens
Eliana Stockwell-Ferber
Marius Strom
Stuart Stuthers
Walter Sulskis
Taylor Swift
Ana Szachacz
Ken Talley
Penny Tonn
Craig Truzzi
Kristy Tye
Suzanne Vargo
Michelle Verkooy
Alyssa Villablanca
Jeanne Walter
McKenna Waycott
Michael Webber
Gavin Weekley
Nik Weisend
Kayla and Corydon Weyerhaeuser
Hunter White
Christopher Wilhelm
Ian Willard
Kendra Williams
Linda Wills
Alice Zelman

FRIENDS | $25 – $99
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OUR DONORS
Kristian Aynedter by Jasmine Aynedter

William Hogan RN by Hunter White

Darrin Hoop by Stephanie Price

Mark Joackson by Leah Ferrier

Randall Keiper by Fiona Gibson

Kathy McCabe by Natalie Findlay, Melissa Meier, and Shayla Miles

Gavin Weekley by Ian Willard

George Weyerhaeuser by Bill Driscoll and Lisa Hoffman

GIFTS IN HONOR

Ms. Autum by Kyle Ostler

Claudio Bedoya by Adrian Bedoya

Tess D. by Anna Godornes

Hong and Huy by Hong Vu

Inesita, Naña, Seis by Maria Delgado Gomez

Japanese Americans by Karl Holmes and Catherine Pettinari

Juzaburo Furuzawa by Richard Furuzawa and Joyce Mitsuko Tamaru

Virginia Kingston by Neel Parikh

Samuel Low by Richard Woo

Ray Marshall by Christine and David Marshall

Connie Raphael by Joni Raphael Greathouse

Mary A. Selak by Mary Marasco

Keiko Shiba by Jana Baker

Joseph Seto by Steve Seto

John Philip Weyerhaeuser III by Lisa Weyerhaeuser

George and Kazzie Yamada by Eileen Lamphere

Greg Yusi by Nils Cowan

GIFTS IN MEMORY

Green Island Fig (Ficus microcarpa); 
In training as a bonsai since 1965; 
originally created by Amy Liang.



TOTAL OPERATING REVENUE

$959,185

TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES

$760,761
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FINANCIALS

28% Individual gifts

35% Foundation grants

6% Gifts in-kind, 
earned income 

& other

1% Donated assets

30% Endowment payout

$267,382$286,500

$ 5,500

$60,571

$339,232

$282,421$156,320

$201,488

$201,488

24% Exhibits &

Public Programs

34% Collections, 

grounds & facilities

24% Development & Marketing

19% Administration

Pacific Bonsai Museum is located on land leased from 
Industrial Realty Group, LLC at a cost of $1/year. The 
land lease is valued at $296,563. 



PHYSICAL ADDRESS:
2515 S 336th Street 
Federal Way, WA 98001

MAILING ADDRESS:
PO Box 6108 
Federal Way, WA 98063

+1.253.353.7345 
info@pacificbonsaimuseum.org
pacificbonsaimuseum.org

Japanese Maple (Acer 
palmatum), in training 
as a bonsai since 1956; 
Original artist: Kai 
Kawahara.


