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Dave hails from Washington State, where he serves as curator of Weyerhaeuser Company’s 

Pacific Rim Bonsai Collection near Seattle. His duties there include tending the collection of 

more than 120 trees, managing the facility, and operating an educational program that includes 

approximately 20 lectures and several special exhibits annually.  He is a popular teacher who 

travels frequently to present demonstrations, workshops and critiques.

Dave’s fascination with bonsai began in 1969, when he happened upon a bonsai exhibit at the 

Mitchell Park Conservatory in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  The sight of the exotic little trees inspired 

him to dig some seedlings and attempt to grow them on his apartment window sill. Although 

those first would-be bonsai perished, his interest survived, and in 1972, after a move to New 

Orleans, his wife bought him his first “real” bonsai as a Christmas present.  Dave was fortunate 

enough to fall in almost immediately with a group of young bonsai fanatics led by artist Vaughn 

Banting, who had just formed the Greater New Orleans Bonsai Society.  Frequent visits by bonsai 

artists such as Chase Rosade, Yuji Yoshimura, Ben Oki and John Naka gave Dave a solid foundation 

in traditional bonsai aesthetics and approach. Later work with Weyerhaeuser Company tree phys-

iologists and pathologists plus study in Japan provided intensive educational enhancement of his 

practical experience in both the horticultural and artistic aspects of bonsai.

Dave’s formal education is in music.  He holds a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from the University 

of Wisconsin in Milwaukee and a Master of Music degree from the New England Conservatory in 

Boston.  He held the position of Percussionist for 15 years with the New Orleans Symphony, and 

served on the music faculties of Xavier University and Loyola University (New Orleans) before 

leaving the orchestra to start his own bonsai design and consulting business.

Dave’s bonsai activities have included service as newsletter editor and president of the Greater 

New Orleans Bonsai Society.  He has written dozens of articles that have been published in eight 

countries, and has lectured throughout the U.S. and in Brazil, Canada, England and Venezuela.  

In 1982, he received Bonsai Clubs International’s “Outstanding Writer, Artist and Photographer” 

award, and in 1989 he was appointed Curator of the Pacific Rim Bonsai Collection.  He served 

two terms as a director of the American Bonsai Society, which in 1995 awarded him a commenda-

tion for his contributions to the “ABS Journal” and published his book Basic Bonsai Design, now in 

its fifth printing.  He also received the Rosade Bonsai Studio’s “Excellence in Design” award for a 

bald cypress displayed at IBC 99 in Portland, Oregon.
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